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DRAFT INDIAN TELECOMMUNICATION BILL, 2022

The Department of Telecommunications has proposed to dilute the powers and
responsibilities of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) in the proposed
draft, Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022.

Key Points

About Draft, Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022

Consolidation: The draft Bill consolidates
three separate acts which currently govern the
telecommunication sector:

o The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885
o Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933
o The Telegraph Wires (Unlawful Protection)

Act, 1950

Expansion of Telecom Services:

(0]

In the draft Bill, the government has

included internet-based and  Over-the-

Top (OTT) communication services such as

WhatsApp calls, Facetime, Google Meet etc.

under telecom services.

¢ At present, while telecom companies
need a licence to offer services, OTT
platforms do not.

¢ Bringing OTTs under the ambit of
telecom services means that OTT and
internet-based communications would
require a licence to offer services.

Exemption: The DoT could
exempt entities from the
requirement of obtaining a
licence if it is in the “public
interest”.

Information Interception:
Information transmitted
over telecommunication
services could be
intercepted by the
government in the interest
of the sovereignty of the
country.

It proposestotake away TRAI
powers of recommendation
to the government while
issuing licenses to service
providers.

Check on Predatory Pricing: TRAI may direct operators “to abstain from predatory
pricing” that is harmful to the overall health of the telecom sector.

Appointing Official: A current provision
in the TRAI Act which prohibits the
appointment of a government official
as TRAl's chairperson who has not
served either as Secretary or Additional
Secretary has also been proposed to be
removed in the new draft Bill.

Telecommunication Development
Fund (TDF): It also proposes to
replace the Universal Service
Obligation Fund (USOF) with the
Telecommunication Development
Fund (TDF)
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AHTE T qEeme fA€ae WedTd, 2022

ceeare fasfiT ol afiedia geeine fdaT o Yedrad oele a, sedid geedre fordreres wifeiaseur
(Telecom Regulatory Authority of India - TRAIET eifds 3i12 TGN &l e deal BT Ueard
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v fdg

FHedtel, st qeeia fAdus, 2022
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Fea fRefenr B ot : SIe, siudedl Bl “agh1s I folefeuT & gZ Tgal ol farc el & ddhal & ofl geaidTe
&7 & I TaTeRy & ST glfaihied &l
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TATDBTEl 3BT bl fardfhs oTal bl or debd,
foiarel afda a1 sifdfes dfda o &u & B Tl
fosaT EeTC fASTas & TG o 51 foradl ot aff

gCTel ol UdTd fasar Iram &l
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