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COASTAL ECOSYSTEM NORMS

WhyintheNews? 1

Recently, the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India tabled a report in Parliament on
whether steps taken by the Union Environment Ministry to conserve India’s coastal ecosystems
have been successful.

Meyponts: 2

e Report contains the observations of Conservation of Coastal Ecosystems from 2015-20.

State Specific Issues:

~

e The government has issued notifications under the Environment Protection Act, 1986, to
regulate activities along India’s coasts particularly regarding construction.
e The Coastal Regulation Zone Notification (CRZ) 2019, classifies the coastal area into different
zones to manage infrastructure activities and regulate them.
e The three institutions responsible for the implementation of the CRZ are the
o National Coastal Zone Management Authority (NCZMA) at the Centre
o0 The State/Union Territory Coastal Zone Management Authorities (SCZMAs/UTCZMAS) in
every coastal State
o Union Territory and the District Level Committees (DLCs) in every district that has a coastal.
® Function: These bodies
o Examine if CRZ clearances granted by the government are as per procedure.
o Evaluate the measures taken up by the government towards achieving the targets under
Sustainable Development Goals.
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Recommendations:

CLASSIFICATION
CRZ 1 | Ecologically sensitive
areas like sanctuaries,

reserve forests, mangroves,
coral reefs, turtle-nesting

grounds, which could be
inundated due to rise in
sea level

CRZ Il | Areas which have
already been developed
up to the shoreline within

municipal or corpn limits

CRZ Il A | CRZ NI areas with
a population of more than
2,161 per sgkm. Here, 50m
from high tide will be no-
development zone (NDZ)

CRZ Il B | Other CRZ Il areas
with less population. Here
area up to 200m from the HTL
on the landward side will be
eamarked as NDZ

» With the freezeon
constructions along the =
coastal zone moreor  Lee==
less Ih‘tacl] the tourism
sector will be the biggest

beneficiary

COAST CUTTER
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SCZMAs and NCZMAs may be made as permanent bodies.
The DLCs be formed and reconstituted without delay in all the relevant districts.
Interactive Grievance Redressal Mechanism may be adopted by the SCZMAs.

Mapping and preparation of Management Plans for the coral reefs, turtle nesting sites etc.

k » Tollets, changing
rooms, drinking water
facility and temporary
shacks can be constructed

even on beaches @

» Existing residential
buildings can be converted
into homestays without
increasing the plinth area

» CRZ will not be a bar for
public utilities like roads
even if it passes through
mangrove forests

BOOST FOR TOURISM

» Introduction of CRZ-1II
into A and B clauses

will address state's ﬁ
main concem of issuing
permission to dwelling units
as well

» Under Environment

Protection Act, 1986
H a notification was
issued in February
1991 for regulation of
activities in coastal area by
the ministry of environment
and forests

» Coastal land up to 500m
from the high tide line
(HTL) and area of 100m
along banks of estuaries,
backwater, creeks and
rivers which are subject to
tidal fluctuations are
called coastal regulation
zone (CRZ)
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e SCZMA 3{IZ NCZMA I I {1 FolTT ofl HebdT 8l

o oft Edfea fAe] o fdeTt fabeft &t & DLC BT 916 3ite Yool fosa oiTC|
e SCZMA gl $eeefaed folhrad fAdeur a7 Ut ol dchdT 2l

o YdIes A, sl & Elieies & felhle goies! 3i1fe & [T UeereT Aletat3il &1 aATafaaoT 3¢ adre|
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