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SANTHAL AND THEIR GREAT REVOLT OF 1855

Santhal Revolution (1855-56)

o Continued oppression of the Santhals (an
agricultural people) by Non - tribals aided by
british colonial administration and their local
agents like local zamindars and Daroghas led to
the Santhal rebellion.

o Areas: It took place in 1855 in Bhognadih village in
present-day Jharkhand and also around foothills
of Rajmahal hills in what was demarcated as
santhal paraganas.

o Reason for the revolt:

* The seeds of the revolt were sown in 1832
when the East India Company created Damin-
i-koh region in the forested belt of Rajmahal
hills, and invited the Santhals to settle there.

= Over the years, Santhals found themselves
at the receiving end of exploitative practices
aided by the British.

Phases of Revolt : The Great revolt is preceded
by many acts of violence against money lenders
and Zamindars, which was easily suppressed by
Britishers.
However, it was in 1855, when 10,000 strong force
of santhals under leadership of sido and kanhu met
at Baghnadihi that exact nature of resentment and
resolve to finish of the exploitative system, became
known to all.
Britishers able to suppress the revolt in 1856 with
help of huge force, killing more than 10,000 to 15,000
santhals and destroying thousands of homes and
villages.
o Leaders: Kanho Murmu, Chand Murmu, Bhairab
Murmu.
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Impact of Rebellion :

1.

Organized movement:

The Santhal uprising was an organized movement
with good leadership qualities. In a short period
of time, it was successful in uniting about 60,000
people. If we look at the other spontaneous
movement of that time, we find that none of the
movements was that well arranged as the Santhal
revolt. The unity of the Santhals shook the nerve of
the Britishers.

Use of weapons:

The Santhal used bows and arrows against the
weapons and artillery used by the Britishers. It
was seen that Santhal was well prepared to fight
against the Britishers, even though it was not
sufficient for the Santhals’ victory. They were well
prepared for the war in their own way. They used
guerilla tactics, which was a new occurrence for
Bihar to fight against the Britishers.

Trained leadership:

The prominent leaders of the war, Sidhu, and Kanhu
in a short span of time was successful in mobilizing
a huge number of people to fight against the cause.

7.

They fought violently against the British and local
British administrators sheltered themselves in the
fortification in a town of Santhal Parganas to save
their lives.

Blow on British powers:

The Santhal rebellion was a blow on the British
powers. It was such a fiercest movement that
Britishers had to implement martial law to quell
the powers of Santhals.

Growth of Revolutionary Nationalism:

The Santhal revolt fostered a sense of unity among
the Santhal tribes. It was seen as the beginning of
larger wars to free the people from the oppressive
British rule.

Growth of Self Respect and self-confidence:

It was seen that with few resources at hand, Santhal
was heading to fight a war with the Britishers. It
is also said that Britishers were terrified by the
spirit of unity portrayed by the tribal people, that it
decided to keep them aloof from the public. After
the Santhal rebellion, people understood that
they can drive out the Britishers even with fewer
resources at hand.

Identity of the tribal people:

The Santhal rebellion gave birth to the modern
Santhal identity. It was responsible for the creation
of the present state of Jharkhand. It gave hope
for the tribal people to protect their culture and
tradition from any kind of destruction.
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