
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

Fundamental Duties

In 1976 - added to the constitution as part IVA by the 42nd 
constitutional amendment act

Inspired by the USSR constitution.

The Swaran Singh committee suggested 8 fundamental duties
but the 42nd amendment act added 10 fundamental duties.

In 2002 - one more fundamental duty was added, currently
there are 11 fundamental duties

Article 51 A a. To respect the national flag and national anthem.
b. To cherish the national struggle for freedom.
c. To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity, and
integrity of India.
d. To defend the country and render national service 
when called upon to do so.
e. To promote harmony amongst all the people of India 
transcending religious, linguistic, and regional or sectional 
diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women.
f. To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture.
g. To protect and improve the natural environment.
h. To develop the scientific temper, humanism, and the spirit of 
inquiry and reform.
i. To safeguard public property and to abjure violence.
j. To strive towards excellence in all spheres of the individual.
k. To provide opportunities for education to his child or ward 
between the age of six and fourteen years.

Does not include all the important duties.
Vague, ambiguous, complex.
Non-justiciable.
superfluous.

Criticism

Significance

Verma Committee Observations (Acts where fundamental duties are implemented):

Served as a reminder to the citizens.
Served as a warning against national and antisocial activities.
Served as a source of inspiration for the citizens.
Help the courts in examining and determining the 
constitutional validity of a law.
They can be made enforceable by making a law.
to that effect.

Identified the existence of legal provisions.
The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act 1971.
The protection of civil rights act 1955.
The unlawful activities prevention act 1967.
The representation of people acts 1951.
The wildlife protection act of 1972.


